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Test 3 Study Guide – December 12 
**(75 minutes – you should be able to finish well before that)** 

 
ALL ANSWERS, INCLUDING TERMS & LISTENING, 

MUST BE IN COMPLETE SENTENCES!! 
 

I.   Terms (choose 5 out of 13, 2 pt. each): 
Define/identify the following terms/people as they relate to music. For every term, provide a musical 
example and its composer from the classical tradition. The example should be a musical work that is 
relevant to the term, and you should explain its relevance.  
 

Goethe 
Lied(-er) 
through-composed form 
extended techniques 
idée fixe 
salon 
tempo rubato 
Program Music 
Absolute Music 
Niccolo Paganini 
character pieces 

supernatural 
nostalgia 
macabre 
exoticism 
scena 
Nocturne 
Bayreuth 
gesamtkunstwerk 
The Ring Cycle 
music drama 
Leitmotif 
Vaslav Nijinsky 

Ballets Russes 
selective orchestration 
Impressionism 
ostinato 
polychord 
polyrhythms 
Aaron Copland 
William Grant Still 
Chance music 
minimalism 
Steve Reich 
John Cage

 
II.   Listening (2 pieces from the book/class, 1 previously unheard, 5 points each) 

 
1. (Previously heard): Describe the following piece in terms of its technical elements and genre. 
Provide the composer and title of the work. In which style period was the piece composed? Write 
at least one sentence explaining the work’s historical or social importance. You may also provide 
additional historical information about the piece. 
 
Possible works: Schubert – “Erlkönig”; Berlioz – Symphonie Fantastique, mvt. IV and V; Chopin 
– Prelude no. 6 in B minor, Nocturne in E-flat major; Paganini – Caprice No. 24; Wagner – Act I 
finale from Die Walküre; Verdi – “Un di Felice” from La Traviata; Debussy – “Jeux de vagues” 
from La Mer; Stravinsky – The Rite of Spring part 1; Copland – Billy the Kid Suite Introduction: 
“The Open Prairie”; Still – Afro-American Symphony 
 
2. (Previously unheard): Describe the following piece in terms of its technical elements. To which 
genre does this piece belong, and how can you tell? In which style period was the piece 
composed, and how can you tell? Who might have composed the work, and why do you think 
that?  
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III.  Essays (choose 1 of 2, 10 points) 
 
1.   Discuss the importance of literature and poetry on Romantic composers. How did Schubert 

and Berlioz use music to enhance the written texts that inform their work? Cite at least one 
specific example for each composer. 
 

2.   Compare and contrast the two “revolutions” in music represented by Debussy’s Prelude to 
the Afternoon of a Faun and Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring. Your rationale for differences or 
similarities should include musical, historical, and societal considerations for full credit. 

 
3.   Describe at least three ways that American composers tried to establish a distinctive 

American voice in the 20th century. 


